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different colours so that there could be no doubt as to
the direction.
The tanks first brought down the Nationalist barrage of
artillery, but this was not strong enough to prevent both
tanks and infantry storming through with little loss. Then
when the Nationalist picket line opened fire the machine-
gun posts came into play and the Red columns began
to suffer severe losses.   The machine-gunners weie firing
blindly, but they were firing m accordance with a "range
table," and so the ground across which the three dense
columns of Russian Reds were advancing was swept every
minute by a spray of bullets which each time took its
toll    The three columns came nearer; distance had not
been preserved.   Despite the rockets and the lights, and
despite the Lucas lamp signals, the natural result of night
marching  had   become   manifest.   The   columns   were
diverging the one from the other, and the centre column
had swung round almost at right angles for a moment
and was marching straight towards the Manzanares.   It
must have been, according to reports which I read many
days   afterwards,  when   they  had   gone  nearly  three
thousand  yards that   an  officer   caught   a  momentary
glimpse of the stars through the clouds and then cor-
rected  the  direction  of  this   column     The  left-flank
column had also of necessity modified its line of march,
though only when the sergeants of the centre column
were almost on them and, pushing and swearing, ordering
them to keep their distance of three hundred yards.
It was this left column which first ran into serious
difficulties. It had been deflected so far to the east that
its head ran up against the Nationalist lines at Aravaca.
The officer in charge, at that very moment, discovered
the error of march, and was giving orders to correct it so
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